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You Can Teach Your Child a Foreign Language: Part 1

Teach Your Child
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A Guide and Resource
for Parents or Spanish fc
Kids, Games to Help
Children Learn Spanish
Language and Culture
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Let's Learn Spanish
Coloring Book (Let's
Learn Coloring Books)
(Spanish Edition)

Languishing in Languages? Let me show you how to teach
foreign language through the ages!

Ages Birth to Five

This article is the first of a four part series on how to teach a
foreign language to your children (even if you don’t know the
language yourself!). For many children, this age range is the
best time to start. Before you spend a lot of money on DVD's,
CD'’s, “language learning systems” and masses of extra flash
cards, take some time to think about your child and your goals
for the language.

' “They're like little sponges.” From ages birth to 5 years old, this
commonly heard phrase is extremely relevant when applied to
acquiring a second language. You may not hear or see or “feel”
like your child is progressing in the target language, but if you're
using steps listed in this article, just know that the introduction
and exposure IS getting through, and it IS sticking, whether or
not you can squeeze it back out of your little sponge! Motivation
is Key You will see this heading in each of my series’ articles.
Without motivation (real or imagined!) your child will not
succeed in learning the language, and quite possibly could
develop a barrier. But that’s the bad news. Read on for the good
news!

Enthusiasm is Catching. The momentum from the very first
lesson will carry you on, or not. If you are excited about learning
new words, and find ways to use them, your child will be too! If
you drag out a DVD, hit play, and then wash the dishes, your
child will see the value (or lack of) of the language lesson, and
will also lack a partner with whom to practice. If you learn the
word “thank you” in German and then use it at snack time, with
a smile, you may get the perfect response or at the very least a
big grin! Either one lets you know progress has been made! You
communicated in the target language!

What about Immersion? Most experts agree the best method at
this age is complete immersion in the language. | agree, within
context. If you just toss a child into the middle of Mexico, he will

most likely tune out almost all the Spanish, except for the moment someone is offering
him a cookie, or he wants or needs something. However, within context, any single
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word or phrase will stick with him, as long as it is meaningful. Keep it simple! In
general, learn words your child is interested in! Look for curriculum or workbooks
(inexpensive ones are fine — just be sure there is phonetic spelling along with the new
words, or a CD) that include coloring, drawing, speaking, but few words in each list. Too
many will overwhelm you both.

Still wondering?

Follow these steps:

Say the new word three times aloud. While you say it DO something — color the picture
if it is a noun, or act it out, or touch the item in the room, if possible. Be very clear on the
meaning of the word, but without translation.

Use the new word(s) again within the day.

Reinforce the words with the activity that fits your child best. Many books have pages to
color, or suggestions for activities such as flash card games.

Move on. If just a word at a time, even if you feel the lesson’s word list hasn’t been
completely mastered. Just review regularly by using the words you've learned

Beware of:
Presenting too many new words at once.

CD songs or DVD’s without any other form of learning (present the language in as many
forms as possible)

Books without phonetic spellings drilling and memorizing (and then forgetting) anything
that seems “hard” for your child. Focus on Fun!

Suzanne Gose (known by her students as Sefiora Gose) is a homeschooling mother of
almost five children — baby number five is due this July. A former public school teacher,
she currently teaches over 80 homeschooling students in weekly Spanish classes. She
is also the author of the Flip Flop Spanish Workbooks and other language teaching
tools. Visit her website at FlipFlopLearning.com.

Source: http://www.homeschool-articles.com/you-can-teach-your-children-a-foreign-
lanquage-part-1/
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Teaching Children to Write Without Taking Over

Teaching kids to write is one of the biggest challenges that a
homeschooler faces. Just how do we get those little guys to wax
eloquently on paper? Doesn't it make your hair bristle when they
groan, “Ah, Mom, | hate writing!”

We try everything to make it work. Don’t we make them fill the page?
Don’t we circle every error, correct every misspelled word, harp
about their grammar? What more can we do? Unfortunately,
sometimes we do too much. Let’s consider the following example to
illustrate what I mean.

Yanking the garment from your hand, the toddler says, “Me do it! | do
it myself.” From a young age, children express independence by
attempting grown-up tasks. They want to dress themselves, make a
sandwich, set the table. We smile at their childish efforts. Colors
don’t match, the sandwich is sloppy and the table setting haphazard.
A wise parent accepts the creation, resisting the urge to fix it. |
confess that | wasn't always a wise parent.

How many times have | stepped in to help? “Here, Honey, let
Mommy help.” That statement is the kiss of death to the child’s
creativity and independence. When children complete a task with an
adult-modified result, they know as well as everyone else that their
creativity was lost in the shuffle. Grandma knows when the child
carries that perfectly decorated angel food cake to the table while
you gush ecstatically, “Just look what Zelda made, all by herself,”
that there’s not a chance that she actually did. Everyone in the room,
including Zelda, knows that there’s a lot more Mommy in that cake
than Zelda, but no one admits it.

Are you seeing the similarity? Now let’s apply this principle to
teaching children to write. How can we step back and allow them to
write without over correcting, modifying, or rewriting—in other words,
taking over?

But Dianne, | hear you thinking. How can | teach my children to
improve their writing skills? | want them to do their best. Perhaps the
child’s best is far below your comfortable standard. Perhaps the
standard that makes you comfortable is unrealistically high. The
worst thing we can do is to do the work for the child.

When a child writes a story, a report or a math test, the end product

e
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should look as if a child wrote it. It should sound as if a child wrote it. A child’s story with
an adult voice begs the obvious question: “How did that happen?” It simply shouldn’t
sound that polished.

There should be mistakes because children have not yet mastered spelling, grammar,
punctuation, word usage and style. If a story pops out of the printer perfectly formatted,
paragraphs correct, punctuation flawless from commas to semi-colons, complicated
sentence structure and figures of speech lined up like motor homes at a trade show,
there’s something wrong.

Like Grandma, we all know that there is no way the child produced that piece of work
herself. The sad thing is that we broadcast our embarrassment of our children’s
imperfect work when we clean up all the errors in our desperate attempt to make the
writing better. The truth is that it isn’t better; it's just altered. By us. What's sadder is that
we aren’t even doing it to make the child look better. We are mostly concerned with how
we look.

In a future article, | will share some more tips on how we can encourage our children to
do their best at writing without taking over.

Dianne Dachyshyn is a freelance writer and a motivational speaker who lives in
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. She works as a home education facilitator, helping
homeschooling families plan their programs and deal with challenges. Dianne is
passionate about teaching children to write. Visit her website at HomeschoolWell.com.

Source: http://www.homeschool-articles.com/teaching-children-to-write-without-taking-
over/
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Math!

Math can be hard. Monday through Friday we sit at the table
next to our children and do math problems. It takes forever to
do just one page. Sometimes it feels like it is the only subject
we get to. It becomes a monster ... a math monster. We
wonder if we should change math books or go back to the
beginning of the one we’re already in. Maybe speed drills will
help or paying more attention to word problems. Math wasn’t
hard for us when we were in school. How come our kids can’t
get it?

Math is important too. It determines whether our son will be
able to understand high school and college science subijects.
Fifty percent of the SAT score is Math. And every child needs
to know how to balance their checkbook and figure the interest
costs of money they will borrow as adults. Yes, math is a very
important part of modern life. It can be hard to determine what
we really want our children to know math wise. Here are a few
suggestions:

Teach your child to add, subtract, multiply (by fifth grade, he
should know his multiplication tables very well) and divide. This
is a lot to learn and it usually takes until sixth grade to be
proficient at basic math computations. After all, that's why they
call it long division, because it takes so long to learn how to do
it! Don’t worry now about Algebra; worry about whether your
son can do long division by himself. After this, concentrate on
fractions and decimals. Go over and over them until he really
knows them. This will take longer than you expected.

Next, concentrate on word problems. If your child has trouble
with word problems follow these steps: First, work the
problems out physically. This means use real cups, quarts and
gallons and actually measure and pour the water. Even ifitis a
word problem about two cars driving toward each other, you
can use small matchbox cars for a physical demonstration.
Keep working with the real physical objects until the problem is
mastered. Second, move on to drawing pictures. Draw
pictures of the cups, quarts and gallons. Third, use numbers to
represent the real objects and work the problems. Don’t rush
the steps, make sure he has mastered the word problems in
this order: physical, then pictures, then numbers
representations.

During your homeschool years, read at least one good Math
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History book with your child. Two very good examples are:

How Math Works, published by Readers Digest

Fractals, Googols and other Mathematical Tales by Theoni Pappas

After your child is proficient in decimal and fraction problems, | highly recommend he
begin to use a calculator to do all his math problems. He should learn to use a scientific
graphing calculator. Using a scientific graphing calculator is subject in itself and takes a
lot of practice. His college classes and exams will require it. And there are so many
complicated math problems that can not be efficiently worked without a scientific
calculator. Believe me, even with the use of this calculator his problems will be tough to
work. Today, math is so much more than doing calculations by hand and he will need
time to master this advanced work.

If you are becoming overwhelmed reading this and are thinking that you will never be
able to teach upper level mathematics, don’t worry. Atlanta has many fine homeschool
math classes. When your child gets to advanced math you can either learn along with
him or send him to an outside math class. Or you can use a math tutor or math
instruction videos.

This new century’s math world will be a lot different than the last century. It will be filled
with the huge numbers in outer space or the tiniest numbers of the microscopic and
cellular world. Your child’s ability to understand and work in this world will be tightly
intertwined with his math ability. So set your child’s math sights high and prepare him
well for the future.

Randi St. Denis is an educator, popular homeschool speaker, and a seasoned
homeschooling mom. Randi works as a consultant to public, private, and homeschool
families; providing teaching expertise and assistance for all types of children. You can
visit her website at ChicagoHomeschoolExpo.com.

Source: http://www.homeschool-articles.com/math/
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Preschool Science: Worm Farm

Preschool-aged children love to play with worms (at least my boys do!). You can turn
their curiosity with worms into a science project with just a few items from your house
and garden. Here is what you’ll need:

Empty two-liter pop bottle

Exacto knife

Dirt

Small shovel

Sand

Grass clippings

Kitchen compost (apple peelings, etc.)

Worms

Before you let your child loose in the garden, you will need to use the exacto knife to cut
off the entire top of the pop bottle.

Help your child create a label for the container that has the child’s name and “worm
farm” printed on it. You can make it by hand or on the computer. Tape the label to the
front of the container.

Go out to the garden with your child and let he or she shovel a couple of inches of dirt
into the plastic container. Pat the dirt down so the next layer of sand won't filter through.
Explain to your child that they need to be careful not to shake or jar the bottle or the
sand and dirt will become mixed up.

Add a thin layer of sand, and then continue with a couple of inches of dirt and another
thin layer of sand. The top layer should be dirt. Leave an inch or two of space at the top
of the bottle.
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Next add a few grass clippings on top of the last layer of dirt. The
worms will need food, so add a few pieces of fruits or vegetables in
with the grass, such as apple or orange peelings.

If you are lucky enough to have worms in your yard, help your child
dig for a few worms for his or her worm farm. If you can’t find any, go
to your nearest bait shop and buy a small package of night crawlers.

Let your child play with the worms before putting them in the worm
farm. Help them make observations about their worms. Check out a
book about worms at your local library or search for information
online about worms. Talk to your child about how a worm’s job is to
eat waste and mix it into our soil to fertilize it.

After your child places a couple of worms into the worm farm, they
will be able to see for themselves how worms mix up soil. When the
worms dig through the container, they will leave a trail of sand
behind them that your child will be able to see mixing into the dirt.

For the most worm activity, place the worm farm in a dark place or
tape a piece of paper around the worm farm to keep the light out.
Worms do most of their work at night.

Your preschooler will have a lot of fun creating his or her worm farm.
From digging in the dirt, to playing with worms... what’s not to like!

Rachel Paxton is a freelance writer and mom of five. For resources
for the Christian family, including parenting, toddler and preschool
activities, homeschooling, family traditions, and more, visit Christian-
Parent.com.

Source: http://www.homeschool-articles.com/preschool-science-
worm-farm/
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Easy Art History & Appreciation

Art appreciation (or the study of art history) need not be difficult. You don’t need a fancy
curriculum or a complicated plan. You simply need the desire to enjoy, along with your
children, the beauty of God’s creation as depicted over the centuries by outstanding
artists.

So, where do you start? | like to accomplish several goals at one time (the proverbial
“killing two or three birds with one stone”) so | tie in art appreciation, art history and
hands-on art projects with the historical period we are currently studying. An excellent
resource for helping you do this is the book Discovering Great Artists by MaryAnn F.
Kohl & Kim Solga. (ISBN 0935607099) This book features over 90 different artists in
chronological order from the early 1300’s to the present. (If you're studying history
before the 1300’s...see the tips section below) What | love about this book is that, for
each artist, there is a brief biography, an explanation of the artist’s style and a nice little
hands-on art project that typifies that artist’s style or technique. These projects are
especially suitable for children ages 4 — 12, but I've found that teens can also enjoy
many of them.

For example, browse through Discovering Great Artists and find one or two artists that
lived during the time period of history that the children are studying. Then head to the
library to find a couple of good art books that contain paintings by that artist. Spend
some time with your children looking at the pictures and just enjoying the artist’'s work.
Better yet, borrow or purchase a couple of prints to hang on the wall. This will give the
children a chance to become even better acquainted with the artist’'s work as they daily
see the pictures hanging there. (A good place to purchase inexpensive art prints is
AllPosters.com. Use the advanced search engine to type in the name of the artist or
period of art and the price range that you're interested in). Once the children have a
‘feel’ for the artist’s work, find a time slot during the week where you can do the art
project. Display their artwork and enjoy the process.

Are you studying a period of history that precedes 1300? You will not find any artists in
Discovering Great Artists prior to 1300. However, you can still use the same method as
described above; the difference will be that you will be studying a period of art rather
than a particular artist. Prior to the 1300’s, artists did not sign their work. There’s lots
of art from ancient Egypt but we have no idea who created it. The same is true for pre-
historic art or the art from ancient Greece and Rome.

Here are some ideas for art projects from pre-1300'’s:

Pre-historic art: find some smooth fist -sized rocks and paint on them with earth-tone
tempura paints.
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Ancient Egypt: take out a book on hieroglyphics from the library. Create some
stationary using hieroglyphic symbols to decorate the boarders of copier paper. Make
copies of the original as needed.

Ancient Greece: take out a book from the library on the art of ancient Greece. Find
pictures of Greek amphorae (vases). Draw the shape of one of the vases on a large
piece of poster board. Cut out the shape and have the children decorate it with the type
of designs they see on amphorae in the art book.

Ancient Rome: make a paper mosaic using a simple design from a coloring book. Cut
various colors of construction paper into tiny squares and paste them onto the design in
mosaic fashion.

Middle Ages: find a book on medieval coats of arms and have your student design one
for your family.

Charmaine Wistad has successfully homeschooled her own two children from pre-
school through high school. Now she is turning her attention toward helping other
homeschool moms. Through personal coaching, Charmaine helps homeschooling
moms thrive... not just survive! Visit her website to try a complimentary no-obligation
telephone coaching session.

Source: http://www.homeschool-articles.com/easy-art-history-appreciation/

Discovering Great Artists: Hands-On Art for Children in the Styles of the Great Masters
(Bright Ideas for Learning)

Homeschool Teacher Spring 2010 Page 14


http://www.homeschool-articles.com/easy-art-history-appreciation/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0935607099?ie=UTF8&tag=tightwadtess&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0935607099
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0935607099?ie=UTF8&tag=tightwadtess&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0935607099

